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Humbly preſented to the Parliament of Ireland, 
Reſpecting the Sufferings they labour under, be- 
cauſe for Conſcience Sake they cannot Swear , 
deſiring to be Eas'd by a Solemn Affirmation. 

our Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, Mat. 5. F. 34. 
to 38. and his Apoſtle James 5. v. 12. Therefore it hath 


been our Declared Principle, to refuſe Taking of an Oath in any Cale. 


HEKEAS We are conſcientiouſly perſwaded, That we 
ought not to Swear at ad, in obedience to the Precept of 


II. The Law requiring an Oath in caſe of Evidence, which for the a- 
foreſaid Reaſons We cannot take, We therefore have been and arc Suf- 
ferers in divers Reſpects, which We have good Cauſe to hope, is not 
the Intention, either of che King, Government, or Parliament to contiauc 
Us under, they having renderly allow'd Us Free Liberty to Perform Wor- 
ſhip and Service unto ALMIGHTY GOD, in ſuch Manner as we are petſwad- 
ed, to be our Reaſonable and Incumbear Duty, for which great Privilege and 
Favour, with many more enjoy by Us, under che King's mild Govern— 
ment, We are Humbly Thankful ; from whence we cake Encouragement 
to hope, there may be Relief granted to Enable Us, That Our Evidence 
may be taken, for the Securing of Our own Liberties and Properties, 
and to be helpful ro orhers, who may ſtand in need chereol, againſt De- 
ſigning and Unccatonable Men. 


III. Ic hath been the Practice of ſome Litigious and Vexatious Per- 
fons ro file Biiis in Chancery againſt Us, or make Us Parties to Bills, 
wherein We are not concern'd, on purpole to {top due Courle of Law, or 
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for ſome other Covetous End, becauſe they know We cannot Swear, where- 
by not only Many of Us, have ſuffer'd great Damage, but Others alſo, by 
Reaſon of our not being qualify'd to Anſwer, either for Our Selves, or 
on their behalf, | . 


IV. We are under the like Difficulty, with reſpect to Adminiſtrations, 
and Proving of Wills in the Prerogative and Conſiſtory Courts, and often 
neceſſitated to make Settlements by Deeds, &c. which are not ſo Conve- 
nient ſor Us, as making of Wills wou'd be, if allow'd to prove them ; in 
which Caſes ſeveral Judges and Miniſters of the Law, both in Chancery 
and the Courts aforeſaid have been concern'd for Our Relief; which they 
found very Difficult, for want of a Legal Proviſion on our behalf, and have 
Encourag'd Us to ſeck for Remedy, when an Opportunity offcr'd. 


V. Wherefore for Relief in the aforeſaid Matters, and others too tedi- 
ous to mention, We humbly deſire and requeſt, you may pleaſe to grant us 
a Solemn Afirmation in like Terms of a Clauſe which it pleaſed the Parlia- 
ment here in the Year 1709, in our Favour to Inſert in a Bill againſt Frauds 
&c, Committed by Bankrupts. in the following Words, vis. 


A. B. do Sincerely and Truly Declare, That I will true Anſwer 
make to all ſuch Queſtions as ſhall be demanded of Me in the pre- 
Jent Caſe, and that I will ſpeak the Truth, the Whole Truth, and no- 
thing but the T ruth, according to the beſt of my 3 and Belief. 


And if any Perſon making ſucb Declaration ſhall not declare the Truth, 
and being thereof Convit?, He r She f-, bo iL to ſuch Penalties as 


| Perſons Con vicled of Wilful Perjury are liable unto. 


The ſaid Bill came back from England Confirm'd, but for ſome Rea- 
ſon paſſed not into a Law here, tho? not in diſlike of ſaid Clauſe. 


VI. An Afirmation without atteſting the Sacred Name of GOD is granted 
to our Friends in Rhode-1/land, and tome other of the King's Plantations in 
America, as alſo the Meniſis in Holland for above One Hundred Years have 
enjoyed the like Privilege, and our Friends there are now favoured with the 
fame without any Inconvenicnce to either Government, that we underſtand 


or have heard of. 


VII. The Granting of which Affirmation we conceive with Submiſſion 
will not leave any Perſon Jeſs Secure, we being liable to the Penalties of 
Perjury, and willing to Submit to ſuch further Puniſhment as you in your 
Wildom ſhall think fit, if we Falſly AMirm, being alſo firmly perſwaded that 
we cannot Eſcape the Severity of Divine Juſtice for ſo doing, any more than 


thole who Swear Falſiy. 


VIII. We alſo beg leave to add, that We have ſo great and awful a Reve- 
rence for the Sacred Name of ALMIGHTY GOD; that We are afraid to make 
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IX. We do not hereby ſeek to be qualified for Places of Honour or Profit, 
but to preſerve our Liberties and Properties from being a Prey to evil mind- 
ed Men , and better enabled to maintain our Familics, pay our Rents and 
Taxes, Support our own Poor and relieve others, make Improvements, 


promote Manufactures, and the King's Revenue, and ſtrengthen the Pre- 
teſtant Intereſt in this Kingdom, with greater Chearfulneſs. 


X. Thus with great Security to others, we may be both Eaſed with re- 
ſpect to our Conſciencious Scruple, and rendred more generally Ulctul to our 


Neighbours: 


THE 
QUAKERS-CASE 


Relating to an 


AFFIRMATION. 
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